
S E C T I O N  1 8 A : 3 5 - 4 . 3 5
S E C T I O N  1 8 A : 3 5 - 4 . 3 6 A



What is critical race theory? – definition from NJSBA

Critical race theory (CRT) is a framework and/or analytical tool 
primarily used in higher-level university and graduate courses. 
Originating in the 1970s, CRT was first used to help law students 
think critically about the impact of historical and present-day racism 
in the legal system.

CRT in today’s context: The term “critical race theory” is being 
inaccurately used by some to encompass a wide range of distinctly 
different topics including educational equity, social emotional 
learning (SEL), cultural awareness and restorative practices. It is also 
being used to describe discussion of racism in classroom instruction.

https://www.njsba.org/news-publications/school-board-notes/july-27-2021-vol-xlv-no-2/what-you-need-to-
know-about-educational-equity-and-critical-race-theory/



Does New Jersey require the teaching of critical 
race theory?

Critical race theory is not required by the New 
Jersey Student Learning Standards and Allamuchy 
is not teaching CRT.



H I S T O R Y  O F  D I S A B L E D  A N D  L G B T  P E R S O N S  
I N C L U D E D  I N M I D D L E A N D  H I G H  S C H O O L  
C U R R I C U L U M

 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, 
economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate 
place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students 
as part of the district's implementation of the New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards.

Section 18A:35-4.35



C U R R I C U L U M  T O  I N C L U D E  I N S T R U C T I O N  O N  
D I V E R S I T Y  A N D  I N C L U S I O N

o Beginning in the 2021-2022 school year, each school district shall incorporate 
instruction on diversity and inclusion in an appropriate place in the curriculum of 
students in grades kindergarten through 12 as part of the district's implementation 
of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.

o The instruction shall:(1) highlight and promote diversity, including economic 
diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance, and belonging in connection with gender 
and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disabilities, and religious tolerance;(2) 
examine the impact that unconscious bias and economic disparities have at both 
an individual level and on society as a whole; and(3) encourage safe, welcoming, 
and inclusive environments for all students regardless of race or ethnicity, sexual 
and gender identities, mental and physical disabilities, and religious beliefs.

Section 18A:35-4.36a



•Olweus Bullying Prevention Program

•1. We will not bully others.
•2. We will try to help students who are bullied.
•3. We will try to include students who are left out.
•4. If we know that somebody is being bullied, tell an adult at school and an adult at home.

The law defines harassment, intimidation or bullying as “any gesture, any written, verbal or physical 
act, or any electronic communication, whether it be a single incident or series of incidents, that is 
reasonably perceived as being motivated either by any actual or perceived characteristic  
(Common characteristics include race, disability, religion, sex or gender, national origin, sexual 
orientation, ancestry/ethnicity, and gender identity or expression.)… that takes place on school 
property, at any school-sponsored function, on a school bus, or off school grounds … that substantially 
disrupts or interferes with the orderly operation of the school or the rights of other students, and that a 
reasonable person should know, under the circumstances, will have the effect of physically or 
emotionally harming a student or damaging a student’s property, or placing a student in reasonable 
fear of physical or emotional harm to his person or damage his property.”



Allamuchy has been providing instruction on diversity and inclusion for a long 
time while focusing on facts. It has been our philosophy to tailor our instruction to 

support the growth of the Allamuchy Learner. Our social-emotional 
lessons through Second Step, Olweus program, 
Wolf Pack Pride and Character Counts program 
(Star Students of the month) are ways that we incorporate these 
laws into our everyday lessons.



T O L E R A N C E  A N D  A C C E P T A N C E  O F  
E V E R Y O N E  I S  S O M E T H I N G  I  T E A C H  A N D  

E N C O U R A G E  E V E R Y  D A Y -



( 1 S T G R A D E )  L A N G U A G E  A R T S

T H E  L A S T  S T O P  O N  M A R K E T  S T R E E T  – C I V I C  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  A N D  G I V I N G  B A C K  T O  T H E  

C O M M U N I T Y  



( 2 N D G R A D E )  L I T E R A T U R E
I S  S E N S I T I V E  T O  C U L T U R A L ,  E T H N I C ,  A N D  G E N D E R  B I A S  A N D  T H A T  A L L O W S  C H I L D R E N  T O  S E E  

T H E M S E L V E S ,  A S  W E L L  A S  O T H E R S ,  W H O  A R E  D I F F E R E N T F R O M  T H E M .

B R A V E  B E S S I E ,  B Y  E R I C  V A L A S Q U E Z
E X P L O R E S  T H E  L I F E  O F A F R I C A N - A M E R I C A N F E M A L E ,  B E S S I E  C O L E M A N ,  W H O  

R I S E S  U P F R O M  P O V E R T Y  A N D  F I G H T S  G E N D E R  A N D  R A C I A L  B I A S E S  T O  
A C H I E V E H E R  D R E A M  T O  B E C O M E  A  P I L O T .

D E A R  P R I M O ,  B Y  D U N C A N  T O N A T I U H
E X P L O R E  T H E  L I V E S  O F  T W O  C O U S I N S , O N E  I N  A M E R I C A  A N D  O N E  I N  M E X I C O ,  

A N D  H O W  T H E I R  D A I L Y  L I V E S  A R E  D I F F E R E N T  Y E T  S I M I L A R .

B I G  R E D  L O L L I P O P ,  R U K H S A N A K A H N
T H R O U G H T H E  M U L T I C U L T U R A L  S E L E C T I O N , B I G  R E D  L O L L I P O P ,  S T U D E N T S  

E X P L O R E  S I B L I N G  C O N F L I C T  I N  A N  I M M I G R A N T  F A M I L Y .



( 2 N D G R A D E )  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S

A M E N D M E N T S  T O  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N  - W O M E N ' S  R I G H T  T O  V O T E
M A R T I N  L U T H E R  K I N G  D A Y  - C I V I L  R I G H T S

K I N D N E S S  C O U N T S :  

T O O T H P A S T E  A C T I V I T Y  - S T U D E N T S  L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  O U R  W O R D S  A N D  H O W  W E  
N E E D  T O  T H I N K  B E F O R E  W E  S P E A K  B E C A U S E  W E  C A N  N E V E R  T A K E  O U R  W O R D S  

B A C K  O N C E  S A I D .  J U S T  L I K E  W E  C A N ’ T  P U T  T H E  T O O T H P A S T E  B A C K  I N  T H E  T U B E .



( 2 N D G R A D E )  W E E K  O F  R E S P E C T  A C T I V I T I E S :

R E V I E W  T H E  4  A N T I - B U L L Y I N G  R U L E S  A N D  C O M P L E T E  A N  A C T I V I T Y  W H E R E  E A C H  C H I L D  
W R I T E S  A P O S I T I V E A N D  K I N D  A D J E C T I V E  D E S C R I B I N G  E A C H  O N E O F T H E I R  

C L A S S M A T E S . T H E S E  " K I N D N E S S "  P O S T E R S  W I L L  S E R V E  A S  A  R E M I N D E R  T O  E A C H  S T U D E N T  
T H A T  W E  A R E  A L L  S P E C I A L  I N  M A N Y  W A Y S ! !

D I S C U S S  W A Y S  T O  B E  A  G O O D  F R I E N D ,  T H I N K O F A D J E C T I V E S  T O  D E S C R I B E  A  F R I E N D  A N D  
W H A T  I T  M E A N S  T O  B E  A  G O O D  F R I E N D . S T U D E N T S  W R I T E  A N  A C R O S T I C  P O E M  F O R  T H E  W O R D  

F R I E N D  U S I N G  T H E  A D J E C T I V E S  W E  B R A I N S T O R M E D  T O  D E F I N E  A  F R I E N D .

L I S T E N  T O  A S T O R Y  A N D  D I S C U S S  H O W  O U R  W O R D S  C A N  A F F E C T  O T H E R S .  M R .  P E A D B O D Y ' S
A P P L E S .

S T U D E N T S  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  L E A R N I N G  A B O U T  K I N D N E S S  A N D R E S P E C T B Y  H E A R I N G  A  
S T O R Y O F R E S P E C T W I T H  T H E  B E L O V E D  C H A R A C T E R  H O W A R D  B .  W I G G L E B O T T O N .

S T U D E N T S  C R E A T E  A  U N I Q U E  P I E C E O F A  P U Z Z L E  T O  R E M I N D  U S  T H A T  I T ' S  O U R  U N I Q U E  
Q U A L I T I E S T H A T  M A K E  U S  E A C H  T H E  P E R F E C T  F I T  F O R  O U R  S E C O N D  G R A D E P U Z Z L E  B E C A U S E ,  

" W E  A L L  F I T  T O G E T H E R . "



( 3 R D G R A D E )  L A N G U A G E  A R T S

R E A D  T E X T S  T H A T  H I G H L I G H T  C H I L D R E N  
T H A T  D O  N O T  H A V E  W H A T  O T H E R S  H A V E ,  

H O W  T O
P A Y  I T  F O R W A R D  A N D  C H I L D R E N  W I T H  

D I S A B I L I T I E S



4 T H G R A D E  L A N G U A G E  A R T S

" I N T R O D U C E S  S T U D E N T S  T O  A  D I V E R S E  R A N G E  O F  V O I C E S ,  
R A C E S ,  A N D  E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  U S E S  M A T E R I A L S  T H A T  A R E  

S E N S I T I V E  T O  C U L T U R A L ,  E T H N I C ,  A B I L I T Y ,  O R  G E N D E R  B I A S .  
[ W O N D E R S ]  A L S O  B E L I E V E S  T H A T  C H I L D R E N  S H O U L D  S E E  

T H E M S E L V E S ,  A N D  P E O P L E  W H O  A R E  D I F F E R E N T  F R O M  T H E M ,  
R E P R E S E N T E D  I N  T H E  T E X T S  T H E Y  R E A D . "

E X A M P L E S :
D E L I V E R I N G  J U S T I C E :  W . W .  L A W  A N D  T H E  F I G H T  F O R  C I V I L  

R I G H T S B Y  J I M  H A S K I N S

A G U I N A L D O B Y  L U L U  D E L A C R E

W H A T  C A N  Y O U  D O  W I T H  A  P A L E T A ? B Y  C A R M E N  T A F O L L A

Y O O N  A N D  T H E  J A D E  B R A C E L E T B Y  H E L E N  R E C O R V I T S .



( 4 T H G R A D E )  C I T I Z E N S H I P  D I S C U S S I O N S :

H O W  C A N  P E O P L E  H E L P  T H E I R  C O M M U N I T I E S ? H O W  D O  
Y O U R  A C T I O N S  A F F E C T  O T H E R S ? H O W  D O  P E O P L E  F R O M  

D I F F E R E N T  C U L T U R E S  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  A  
C O M M U N I T Y ? H O W  C A N  O T H E R S  I N S P I R E  U S ? W H A T  C A N  

P E O P L E  D O  T O  B R I N G  A B O U T  P O S I T I V E  C H A N G E ? H O W  
D O  G R O U P S  C O N T R I B U T E  T O  A  C A U S E ?



( 5 T H G R A D E ) E L A  N O V E L  S T U D Y :

W O N D E R - P H Y S I C A L  D I S A B I L I T Y  /  T O L E R A N C E

N U M B E R  T H E  S T A R S  - R E L I G I O U S  B E L I E F S  /  R A C E  /  
I N C L U S I O N

R U B Y  B R I D G E S  - I N C L U S I V I T Y  /  R A C E  /  E Q U I T Y

B E C A U S E  O F  M R .  T E R U P T - T H I S  B O O K  T A L K S  A B O U T  
D I V E R S I T Y ,  I N C L U S I O N ,  A C C E P T A N C E ,  F R I E N D S H I P ,  

B U L L Y I N G ,  E T C .



M I D D L E  S C H O O L  – S T U D I E S  O F  F A M O U S  
I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O  R E P R E S E N T  D I V E R S I T Y

E X A M P L E S :

F D R
D A V I N C I

M I C H E L A N G E L O
D E B O R A H  S A M P S O N

F R E D E R I C K  D O U G L A S S
S O J O U R N E R  T R U T H



M I D D L E  S C H O O L  – L I T E R A T U R E  T O  
R E P R E S E N T  D I V E R S I T Y

E X A M P L E S :
T H E  B R E A D W I N N E R  

N I G H T
T H E  C I R C U I T

R I B B O N S   



M I D D L E  S C H O O L  M U S I C  – T H R O U G H  
R E S E A R C H  A N D  D I S C O V E R Y :

M O Z A R T  - D I S A B I L I T Y


	Section 18A:35-4.35�Section 18A:35-4.36a
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	History of disabled and LGBT persons included in middle and high school curriculum
	Curriculum to include instruction on diversity and inclusion
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Tolerance and acceptance of everyone is something I teach and encourage every day- 
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